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© Greg Armfield / WWF-UK

1. All participants are muted

2. Exchange thoughts and pose questions

Given high attendance in this webinar, all lines will remain muted

Introduce yourself and share your own insights and questions in the chat  window
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IUU Fishing and Corruption

Global IUU industry: estimated to be 20-50% 
of the global fish catch, worth $36B annually

 Lack of transparency facilitates corruption
Access agreements

Beneficial ownership

Transshipment

Seafood supply chain



Security Threat

IUU fishing threatens: 
 Environmental security  
 Economic security
 Food security
 National security



Government Actions: Improve 
Transparency and Reduce Corruption 

1. Effective seafood traceability 
2. Capacity for monitoring and 

enforcement
3. International data and 

information sharing 
4. Public access to information
5. Whole of government approach 
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China and IUU Fishing

 Policy outcomes vary 
depending on location 
 domestic EEZ 

 South China Sea

 Distant water fishing 
(DWF)







Chinese Seafood 
Trade and Traceability

 In 2018, China imported 5.222 million tons of  seafood worth $14.862 
billion, and exported 4.322 million tons worth $22.327 billion

 Critical Tracking Events (CTE) and Key Data Elements (KDE) framework

 Point of  harvest

 Retained bycatch

 Transshipment

 Landing

 Processing

 Distribution

Source: Future of  Fish



CTE KDE China

Point of harvest
Wild capture

Latin species name
Common or market name x

Catch location
FAO major fishing zone
Country of  Catch x
Region x
Management authority x

Stock
Landing date
Time of  harvest
Vessel info

Flag of  fishing vessel x

Name of  fishing vessel x

Captain name x
Home port x
IMO

Fishing Method x
Total weight of  catch

Certification status and chain of  custody code



CTE KDE China

Retained bycatch

Species
Stock
Size of  bycatch
Quantity of  bycatch
Date and time of  bycatch
Location of  bycatch
Catch certificate/license

Trans-shipment
Shipping and receiving

Was the product trans-shipped?

Tonnage Trans-shipment
IMO Number of  Catch Vessel and Carrier

Identity of  receiving and shipping vessels
Date and time of  transfer
Location of  transfer
Species or common name
Quantity
Lot, batch of  shipment number

Transportation
Port/landing

Location landed
Date landed
Identity of  Vessel
Event owner
Species, stock, size

Catch certificate of  license number

Quantity of  fish



CTE KDE China

Processing stages
Primary and secondary

Species
Dates and times received
Location received
Weight
Lot number
Batch code
Dates and times shipped

Name of  processor/packing plant

Pallet identifier
Supplier
Customer

Distribution

Product
Weight
Container/seal number
Pallet identifier

Lot number/batch number/serial number

Pallet identifier
Dispatch date
Receiving date
Transport companies
GTIN cod/UPC code
Quantities



Chinese 
commodity 
codes

Chinese description Translation of Chinese 
description

U.S.  Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule (HTS) codes

U.S. description

03021300 鲜或冷的大麻哈鱼 Fresh or chilled chum salmon 0302.13.0013 Fresh or chilled, farmed Pacific Chinook 
salmon, excluding fish fillets and other fish 
meat of heading 0304:

03021410 鲜或冷的大西洋鲑鱼 Fresh or chilled Atlantic 
salmon

0302.13.0013 Fresh or chilled, non-farmed Pacific 
Chinook salmon, excluding fish fillets and 
other fish meat of heading 0304:

03031100 冻红大麻哈鱼 Frozen sockeye salmon 0302.13.0022 Fresh or chilled, Pacific chum salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

03031200 其他冻大麻哈鱼 Frozen pacific salmon, 
excluding sockeye salmon (红
大麻哈鱼)

0302.13.0032 Fresh or chilled, Pacific pink salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

03031300 冻大西洋鲑鱼及多瑙哲罗鱼 Frozen Atlantic salmon and 
Danube salmon

0302.13.0042 Fresh or chilled, Pacific sockeye salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

03044100 鲜或冷的大麻哈鱼、大西洋鲑鱼、多瑙

哲罗鱼鱼片

Fresh or chilled fillets of chum 
salmon, Atlantic salmon and 
Danube salmon

0302.13.0053 Fresh or chilled, farmed Pacific coho 
salmon, excluding fish fillets and other fish 
meat of heading 0304:

03048100 冻的大麻哈鱼、大西洋鲑鱼和多瑙哲罗

鱼鱼片

Frozen fillets of chum salmon, 
Atlantic salmon and Danube 
salmon

0302.13.0054 Fresh or chilled, non-farmed Pacific coho 
salmon, excluding fish fillets and other fish 
meat of heading 0304:

03054110 熏大西洋鲑鱼 Smoked Atlantic salmon 0302.13.0062 Fresh or chilled, other Pacific salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

03054120 熏大麻哈鱼及多瑙哲罗鱼 Smoked chum salmon and 
Danube salmon

0302.14.0003 Fresh or chilled, farmed Atlantic salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

16041190 制作或保藏的其他鲑鱼 Prepared or preserved salmon, 
excluding Atlantic salmon

0302.14.0004 Fresh or chilled, non-farmed Atlantic 
salmon, excluding fish fillets and other fish 
meat of heading 0304:

0302.14.0062 Fresh or chilled, Danube salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

0303.11.0000 Frozen sockeye salmon, excluding fish 
fillets and other fish meat of heading 0304:

0303.12.0012 Frozen chinook salmon, excluding fish 
fillets and other fish meat of heading 0304:



Chinese 
commodity 
codes

Chinese description Translation of Chinese 
description

U.S.  Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule (HTS) codes

U.S. description

0303.12.0022 Frozen chum salmon, excluding fish fillets and 
other fish meat of heading 0304:

0303.12.0032 Frozen pink salmon, excluding fish fillets and 
other fish meat of heading 0304:

0303.12.0052 Frozen coho salmon, excluding fish fillets and 
other fish meat of heading 0304:

0303.12.0062 Other frozen Pacific salmon, excluding fish 
fillets and other fish meat of heading 0304:

0303.13.0000 Frozen Atlantic salmon and Danube salmon, 
excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of 
heading 0304:

0303.91.4040 Frozen salmon roe
0304.41.0010 Fresh or chilled fillets of farmed Atlantic 

salmon
0304.41.0020 Fresh or chilled fillets of non-farmed Atlantic 

salmon
0304.52.0010 Fresh or chilled meat of farmed Atlantic 

salmon
0304.52.0015 Fresh or chilled meat of non-farmed Atlantic 

salmon
0304.52.0020 Fresh or chilled meat of other salmon
0304.81.1000 Frozen fillets of Pacific salmon and Atlantic 

salmon, Skinned, whether or not divided into 
pieces; frozen into blocks each weighing over 
4.5kg, imported to be minced, ground or cut 
into pieces of uniform weights and dimensions

0304.81.5010 Frozen fillets of Atlantic salmon, Skinned, 
whether or not divided into pieces, but not 
“frozen into blocks each weighing over 4.5kg, 
imported to be minced, ground or cut into 
pieces of uniform weights and dimensions”

0304.81.5090 Frozen fillets of non-Atlantic salmon, Skinned, 
whether or not divided into pieces, but not 
“frozen into blocks each weighing over 4.5kg, 
imported to be minced, ground or cut into 
pieces of uniform weights and dimensions”



Chinese 
commodity 
codes

Chinese description Translation of Chinese 
description

U.S.  Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule (HTS) codes

U.S. description

0305.20.4020 Salmon roe, dried, smoked, salted or in 
brine

0305.41.0000 Smoked fish, including fillets, other than 
edible fish offal, of Pacific salmon, Atlantic 
salmon, and Daube salmon

0305.69.4000 Other than the above 0305.20.4020 and 
0305.41.0000, any Salmon dried, salted or 
in brine; smoked, whether or not cooked 
before or during the smoking process; 
flours, meals and pellets, fit for human 
consumption, but not 

1604.11.2020 Prepared or preserved pink salmon, whole 
or in pieces but not minced, and placed in 
oil, in airtight containers

1604.11.2030 Prepared or preserved sockeye salmon, 
whole or in pieces but not minced, and 
placed in oil, in airtight containers

1604.11.2090 Prepared or preserved salmon excluding 
pink and sockeye salmon, whole or in 
pieces but not minced, and placed in oil, in 
airtight containers

1604.11.4010 Prepared or preserved chum salmon, 
whole or in pieces but not minced, and 
canned

1604.11.4020 Prepared or preserved pink salmon, whole 
or in pieces but not minced, and canned

1604.11.4030 Prepared or preserved sockeye salmon, 
whole or in pieces but not minced, and 
canned

1604.11.4040 Prepared or preserved salmon, excluding 
chum, pink and sockeye salmon, whole or 
in pieces but not minced, and canned

1604.11.4050 Prepared or preserved salmon, whole or in 
pieces but not minced, not canned, not in 
oil or in airtight containers



Distant Water Fishing

 Governance, socioeconomic and 
environmental concerns in host 
countries

 Ports and fish bases

 High seas fishing

 Global political influence from a 
state with little transparency

 Human rights concerns for crew



Fisheries Subsidies

 2018 global total fishing 
subsidies = USD 35.4 
billion
 Harmful, capacity-

enhancing subsidies were 
USD 22.2 billion

 China Total Fishing 
Subsidies = USD 7.2 billion 
(21% of  global total) 
 USD 5.9 Billion Toward 

Harmful Subsidies (27% 
of  global total)2009 中国渔业年鉴

China Fisheries Yearbook

2018 中国渔业年鉴
China Fisheries Yearbook



Thank you!

tabitha@china-ocean.org
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Corruption in the fisheries sector 



FISH-i Africa



Tanzanian fake licenses



Tanzanian fake licenses



F/V Premier



F/V Premier
https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/for
mer-speaker-tyler-resurfaces-in-govt/

https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/former-speaker-tyler-resurfaces-in-govt/


F/V Premier



Corruption is complex



What can we do to curb corruption?

• Work at all levels – but operate where you can contribute 
• Target the weak spots – identify the problems, reverse cherry picking
• Stop corruption early – stop problem from moving along the value chain 
• Promote good work – give a platform for recognition, nurture champions
• Break the chain – corruption is transnational, we can disrupt it at any point
• This is not only fisheries – we need to link across sectors 
• Expose the criminals – use political, diplomatic, popular pressure 
• Work together – changing the culture of corruption to a culture of compliance



THANK YOU
pebergh@nfds.info

mailto:pebergh@nfds.info
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