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Impact of large stationary

populations of salmon on

wild B.C. salmon was

forecast
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In 1991, IBEC placed furunculosis infected Atlantic 
salmon into the Broughton Archipelago.

Massive farm stock die off occurred,

Stolt Sea farms bought the infected farms and left the 
fish in the water.

Dale Blackburn, Echo Bay 1991



After IBEC put their fish in the water

Coho returned to spawn

Scott Cove Hatchery operated from 1980-1990

with 3% broodstock mortality





In 1993, 

it happened again



Scanmar put Atlantics in Broughton pens 
infected

with a strain of furunculosis
resistant to all drugs approved for fish in BC.

This time BC Packers bought the infected fish, 
left them in the water and







Norway already knew salmon farms were the leading 
cause of furunculosis in wild enhancement hatcheries



The industry 
recognized

furunculosis infection
was part of salmon 

farming



“No other disease-free source available 
anywhere in the world”

Ted Needham, BC Packers



“The scientists said no, that it was dangerous”
Lilletun, Norwegian Parliament
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No one asked my community if we 
were willing to risk our wild salmon

In fact,



They asked us where don’t 
you want salmon farms



And then put as 
many farms in 
those places as 

elsewhere



This was not only a betrayal of public trust,

it placed salmon farms in the most
biologically productive locations

and ensured conflict and impact







Investigation of the 2001-2003 IHN
epizootic in farmed Atlantic salmon 

in British Columbia

Prepared by  Sonja Saksida BSc DVM MSc  
Sea to Sky Veterinary Service  

Campbell River, British Columbia



“once an Atlantic salmon pen becomes
infected with  IHNV …, 

the disease quickly spreads

The probable mode of transmission is via waterborne 
exposure”



“…cases where infected, but undiagnosed,
Atlantic salmon  were transported via live-haul boats

to a new site and subsequently
infected farms  situated downstream from the new site.”





















Viner RiverImpact



Chum salmon escapement to the Viner River
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But,

salmon are not the only 
species that appear 

altered by proximity to 
salmon farms





Flat Head Sole



Rock Sole



Rex Sole



Turbot

Turbot





The weight of evidence is 

undeniable



There is no debate in

the published literature

in Canada



Farm and wild fish will be separated

This is underway 

The only question

is whether we take control of the end result.
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We can have both

but either

we separate the two or nature

will do it for us




	

