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O n this unique expedition with WWF expert, Allard Blom, experience 
         Uganda’s incredible diversity of habitats and animals up close on a 
variety of wildlife adventures. Observe chimpanzees in the Kibale 
Forest, gaze at the soaring Rwenzori mountains, watch 
for birds, hippos, and crocodiles on a river tour, and 
search for Queen Elizabeth National Park’s elusive 
tree-climbing lions. 
 The trip ends with two days of trekking with 
the chance to meet the iconic mountain gorilla—

a truly unforgettable 
encounter. Hidden in 
the dense, green rain 
forest blanketing 
mountains, live families 
of the largest living primate: 
the gorilla. Coupled with its strength and 
intelligence is the somber fact that these animals 
are endangered. Journey into the impenetrable 
forest to witness these incredible creatures on their 
turf. Watch as they socialize and learn more about 
the efforts that go into their protection.
       Working through the International Gorilla 
Conservation Programme (IGCP), WWF is making 

sure that tourism benefits people and gorillas in the long term by promoting 
good practices for gorilla tourism, ensuring community benefit from gorilla 
conservation, and preventing human-wildlife conflict.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE  10 Days 
Day Date Location Accommodation

1 July 6 Arrive Entebbe, Uganda Hotel No. 5 Entebbe

2-4 July 7-9 Kibale National Park—Chimpanzee Trekking Kyaninga Lodge

5&6 July 10-11 Queen Elizabeth National Park Ishasha Wilderness Camp

7-9 July 12-14 Bwindi Impenetrable National Park - Gorilla Trekking Buhoma Lodge

10 July 15 Depart Entebbe  



ITINERARY IN DETAIL
Day 1, July 6: Arrive Entebbe, Uganda
Our Uganda tour begins in Entebbe, where you’re met at the 
airport and transferred to the Hotel No. 5 Entebbe. If time 
permits, you may opt to visit the famous Entebbe Botanical 
Gardens. Established in 1902, the gardens’ fine collection of 
plants spans the country’s tropical, sub-tropical and temperate 
zones. The gardens are also home to many different bird species, 
offering an excellent introduction to Uganda’s diverse birdlife. 
We commonly spot vervet and black-and-white colobus monkeys 
here, too. Meet your Expedition Leader and staff from 
WWF-Uganda at a welcome dinner this evening.
Overnight: Hotel No. 5 Entebbe     (D)

Day 2-4, July 7-9: Kibale National Park—Chimpanzee Trekking
A mid-morning flight and short drive take us from bustling Entebbe to Uganda’s verdant 
highlands, where fertile volcanic soil supports a tapestry of tea, coffee and banana 
plantations. We arrive in time for refreshments around the pool and to watch the sun dip 
behind the Rwenzori Mountains. The following morning, a “swamp walk” through a 
wetland sanctuary reveals more than 100 species of birds. After lunch, we meet our local 
trackers to begin our first chimpanzee trek in Kibale National Park. This equatorial rain 
forest reserve has one of the highest concentrations of primates in the world, including 
1,300 chimpanzees. We may also see red colobus, black-and-white colobus, red tail, gray-

cheeked mangabey and other monkeys. 
On our return, there’s time to enjoy the 
grand view from our boutique lodge 
perched on the rim of a crater lake.

Our final morning in Kibale National 
Park offers a second chimpanzee view-
ing opportunity at a different time of 
day, in hopes of catching these agile 
primates engaged in their morning 
routine. We spend another full hour 
in their presence before hiking back to 
the ranger station. After lunch back at 
Ndali, choose among several afternoon 
options: a walk around one of the nearby 
crater lakes, a visit to the library on the 
property that Nat Hab’s philanthropy 

For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or karl.egloff@wwfus.org.



arm has helped fund, or simply relax and take in the 
grand view from our boutique lodge perched on the 
rim of a crater lake.
Overnight: Kyaninga Lodge      (B,L,D)

Day 5&6, July 10&11: Queen Elizabeth 
National Park
An early start launches an activity-filled day exploring 
Queen Elizabeth National Park, located along the 
western Rift Valley. The park is a microcosm of East 
Africa’s safari highlights, home to a great diversity of wildlife residing among its volcanic 
craters, grassy plains and tropical forest. More than 600 bird species—one of the highest 
concentrations of any park in Africa—and nearly 100 different mammal species are found 
in the park, including the Ugandan kob, an endemic antelope featured on the country’s 
currency. On a morning game drive, search for classic African wildlife, possibly spotting 
lion, leopard, buffalo, elephant and antelope in the park’s northern sector. We then cruise 
the Kazinga Channel on a private boat trip among one of the largest concentration of 
hippos in Africa. The waterway is also home to abundant colorful birdlife, and baboons 
frequently entertain us from the banks. 

The volcanic Rwenzori range, also called the “Mountains of the Moon,” provides a dramatic 
backdrop, with snowcapped heights rising above 16,000 feet. Glimpse magnificent views 
over Lake Edward before transferring via a wildlife drive into the southern Ishasha sector 
of Queen Elizabeth Park. 
Overnight: Ishasha Wilderness Camp      (B,L,D)

For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or karl.egloff@wwfus.org.



Day 7, July 12: Queen Elizabeth Park—Ishasha Sector / Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park 
Exploring the Ishasha region this morning, we look 
for the park’s famous tree-climbing lions—one of 
just a select few populations of lions that climb trees 
as part of their regular behavior (the others are 
found in Lake Manyara National Park in Tanzania 
and Lake Nakuru in Kenya). Though no one knows 
for sure, some speculate that these lions seek respite 
from the heat by availing themselves of cool breezes 
that blow through the branches on high. Heading 
westward to Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, 
we watch the scenery gradually change from open 
savanna to mountain slopes covered in dense green 
rain forest. Time permitting, we’ll visit a school in a 
nearby village, then settle in for three nights at Buhoma Lodge, our luxury camp on the side 
of a misty mountain, which will serve as our gorilla-trekking base.
Overnight: Buhoma Lodge      (B,L,D)

Day 8&9, July 13-14: Gorilla Trekking in Bwindi
Two full days of gorilla trekking are included in Bwindi. We rise early each morning in 
anticipation of a peerless experience: the chance to view gorillas in their natural habitat. 
The trail through the primeval rain forest can be challenging, sometimes slick and steep, 
but full of rewards. We are hiking into the jungle that early explorers called the “Impenetrable 

Forest,” and the name feels fitting. 

Bwindi is home to nearly half the 
world’s mountain gorillas—about 
400—a population that is under 
severe threat. Three family groups 
are habituated to human contact, 
and we hope to reach one of them 
by midday. Tracking them to their 
last known location, our guide 
looks for signs of their presence: 
broken vegetation revealing a night 
nest and stripped bark indicating 
feeding. Our anticipation mounts 
as we climb over vines and foliage 
to approach the group. Our guide 

For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or karl.egloff@wwfus.org.



signals for silence, then proclaims our intentions with amiable grunts. We may see a range 
of ages among the individual gorillas: youngsters playing in the trees, mothers carrying 
babies and the mighty silverback, patriarch of the troop. No wildlife encounter can surpass 
the thrill of meeting these magnificent primates, so much like us, in their own habitat.  

Yet the significance of our visit goes beyond our own personal experience: our presence 
here among the gorillas is crucial for their survival. Partnering with IGCP, WWF helped 
establish community-owned ecolodges, allowing income from gorilla tourism stays in the 
communities. Local people are also employed as guides and park rangers. As well as this, 
a portion of the money tourists pay to enter the parks is invested into community projects. 
WWF and IGCP have worked to establish large rainwater harvesting tanks giving commu-
nities a reliable source of fresh water and eliminating the need to travel through this thick 
forest for water, preventing conflict and allowing gorilla habitat to remain undisturbed.

We go home not just with incomparable memories and photos, but as ambassadors for the 
gorillas’ welfare, committed to ensuring their future. If time permits, we’ll visit Conservation 
Coffee, a local co-op of farmers who grow, process and roast their beans to sell them at a 
premium that benefits gorilla conservation. We may have a chance to walk through the coffee 
fields, pick some beans and see firsthand how this sustainable community enterprise unfolds.
Overnight: Buhoma Lodge      (B,L,D)

Day 10, July 15: Entebbe / Depart 

Our Uganda safari comes to a close today with a flight back to Entebbe, avoiding a long 
return drive. A day room is provided on arrival, to relax and refresh for those preparing to 
depart. We share a farewell meal before transferring to the airport for departing flights.
(B,L)

For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or karl.egloff@wwfus.org.



Allard Blom, Ph.D, WWF’s Managing Director for the 
Congo Basin Program

Allard Blom is the Managing Director for the Congo Basin program 
at World Wildlife Fund. Before joining WWF in Washington, DC, 
he spent more than 16 years in Africa. He was instrumental in 
establishing the Okapi Wildlife Reserve in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and the Lopé National Park in Gabon. In Dzanga-Sangha, 
he initiated a long-term sustainable funding strategy which includes 
a tri-national conservation trust fund and the successful gorilla 
habituation program, where tourists can visit the elusive western 

lowland gorillas. He holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in biology/ecology and a Ph.D. in ecology and 
wildlife management from Wageningen University in the Netherlands.

Meet Our Expert

What to Expect and Physical Requirements
This trip is rated Moderate to Difficult. Trekking in search of mountain gorillas is a 
strenuous activity. This challenging hike through the rain forest to locate the gorillas 
usually takes between two and five hours, but it can be as short as 15 minutes or as long 
as eight hours (on infrequent occasions, we’ve had a few treks take even longer than that). 
Travelers must be prepared for a full day outside in humid or occasionally rainy condi-
tions, as the exact distance to locate the gorillas is impossible to determine ahead of time. 
The terrain is often uneven as we traverse the forest floor and usually involves a gradual 
ascent, but we will travel at a pace to accommodate all hikers with a designated porter to 
assist each traveler. Travelers are not required to participate in all activities and are 
welcome to forego any portion of the trip program, but in order to take full advantage of 
the itinerary, and in order to view the primates, guests must be able to participate in the 
hikes. Travelers should be aware that if they turn around due to fatigue, illness or any 
other reason, the remainder of the group, including the Expedition Leader, will go on. 
The returning traveler will be escorted by a local guide. 

Additionally, this trip involves long hours sitting in a vehicle during transfers and sometimes 
bouncing around on rough roads during wildlife drives. While we don’t consider such con-
ditions strenuous, they can post a physical demand on the body. All travelers must be able to 
climb into and out of our raised 4x4 safari trucks. Travelers must also be able to walk to and 
from our safari camp accommodations. Safari accommodations and vehicles are not climate 
controlled and, depending on the seasonality, temperatures can range from quite cold to 
extremely hot, so it is critical that travelers come prepared. We recommend that travelers 
have an adventurous spirit, as you will often enjoy the closest animal encounters.



Hotel No. Entebbe
Hotel No. 5 is a stylish boutique hotel tucked away in Entebbe’s leafy 
suburbs, just 10 minutes from the international airport. Its luxurious 
accommodations provide a peaceful escape from the urban buzz of 
Uganda’s capital city on Lake Victoria. Ten airy rooms open onto a lush 
lawn, palm-studded garden and shaded swimming pool. Plush beds 
feature mosquito-net canopies, and oversized upholstered furnishings, 
including armchairs, add to a cozy and contemporary atmosphere. 
Each room also has a writing desk. In these calm, earth-toned environs, 
polished floors are complemented by soft rugs, and a full wall of 
windows illuminates the space. Each room has air conditioning, en suite 
bathroom, Wi-Fi, flat screen TV, a safe, and tea- and coffee-making 
facilities The hotel offers spa treatments and a gym, and the restaurant 
features a gourmet menu paired with an international wine list.

Kyaninga Lodge
Kyaninga Lodge’s eight cottages are built on platforms and set apart to 
offer privacy and tranquility. Access to the cottages from the main lodge 
is via a raised wooden walkway. Each spacious cottage is appointed 
with a choice of twin or double beds dressed in fine linens and feather 
pillows. An indoor sitting area leads out to a private deck where one can 
enjoy morning tea or coffee with views over the lake and the Mountains 
of the Moon beyond. The en suite bathrooms boast marble countertop 
basins set atop beautifully crafted Elgon Olive pedestals, clawfoot free-
standing bathtubs, glass-walled showers and plenty of hot water from 
solar water heaters. Lighting in the cottages is also solar-powered, and 
each cottage features an electrical socket to charge cameras, laptops 
and other appliances.

Ishasha Wilderness Camp
Ishasha Wilderness Camp enjoys an isolated setting in the remote 
southern Ishasha sector of Queen Elizabeth National Park on the 
Ntungwe River. The region is famed for its tree-climbing lions, which 
can sometimes be spotted resting in the branches of the large fig trees 
in the area. Ten spacious framed canvas tents are situated in the wooded 
area beside the river, each comfortably furnished with large mosquito-
netted beds and an en suite bathroom and dressing area with hot and 
cold running water, hot ‘bush-style’ showers, and an eco-friendly flush 
toilet. A central lounge, dining and bar area under cool thatch provides a 
comfortable environment for meals and relaxing during the day. A shaded 
area beside the river offers al fresco dining and an evening fireplace 
for guests to relax with sundowners and share their day’s experiences. 

Accommodations



The camp is designed to be as low-impact as possible, with carefully 
limited usage of water, power and other resources. Solar power is used 
for lighting, with power outlets limited to a central area that has been 
allocated for recharging cameras and other small electronic devices. 
Wireless internet access is available.

Buhoma Lodge
This inspiring ecolodge provides an ideal location for gorilla treks into 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, since trails into the forest leave 
directly from the grounds. Eight large cottages are built of local natural 
materials including sustainably sourced stone and wood, with decor 
in earthy, muted colors. Each has a private veranda offering expansive 
views of the virgin rain forest. Comfortable beds welcome you after a 
long day of gorilla trekking, and each cottage has en suite facilities with 
flush toilets, hot-water rain showers, locally produced natural bathroom 
amenities and a secure safe. The lodge’s water supply is gravity-fed, 
and solar power provides electricity and lighting. Each morning, hot 
beverages are delivered to your cottage, allowing you to wake gently 
and savor the early morning sounds of the forest. The central lodge 
comprises an elevated lounge and bar serving local and imported bever-
ages, and dining facilities offering both international and locally flavored 
cuisine prepared using fresh local ingredients whenever possible. 
Terrace dining under the night sky is an appealing option. Fireplaces add 
warmth and atmosphere to cool evenings, providing a cozy environment 
in which to discuss the day’s adventures. Free Wi-Fi and recharging 
facilities are available in the bar. Following a long day of gorilla tracking, 
guests can enjoy a complimentary massage in the spa treatment room 
by a trained in-house masseuse. The lodge also offers complimentary 
laundry service and hiking-boot cleaning.

For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or karl.egloff@wwfus.org.



For reservations and additional information, please contact Karl Egloff at 202-495-4119 or 
karl.egloff@wwfus.org.

DATES:   July 6–15, 2022

GROUP SIZE:   Limited to 9 guests

LAND COST:   4 to 6 guests: $12,615 per person in double occupancy
   7 to 9 guests: $11,995 per person in double occupancy
   $980 for internal airfare
   $1,800 per person for two chimp and two gorilla trekking permits
   (prices based on 2021 and subject to change slightly)
   
INCLUDED: Accommodations, services of Nat Hab’s professional Expedition Leader(s), travel for 
your WWF Expert, local guides, camp staff, gorilla trackers and porter, all meals from dinner on Day 1 
through lunch on final day, most gratuities, airport transfers on Day 1 and final day, all activities and 
entrances fees, all taxes and service fees. 
     •   Internal air cost includes: All flights within the itinerary. 
     •   Permit fee includes: Two mountain gorilla and two chimpanzee treks.

NOT INCLUDED: Travel to and from the start and end point of your trip, alcoholic beverages, some 
gratuities, passport and visa fees (if any), optional activities, items of a personal nature (phone calls, 

Reservation Information & Trip Details

This trip is an invitation-only conservation travel program for our closest supporters, along with friends 
and family, to see firsthand the positive impact World Wildlife Fund is making. These custom-designed 
journeys are led by WWF experts and offer exclusive opportunities to discover the wildlife and ecosys-
tems we protect; meet community members whose lives are being improved because of our work, 
and immerse yourself in the worlds of our field staff and partners on the ground. Come explore the 
best of the natural world and see how together we are making a difference for our planet.

About WWF Insider Journeys

About Our Travel Partner 
This journey is being arranged by Natural Habitat Adventures of 
Boulder, Colorado. For more than a decade, WWF has partnered 
with Nat Hab to take travelers to view nature’s greatest sights. 
WWF selected Natural Habitat as its partner because of its 
long-standing commitment to conservation and the exceptional 
quality of its adventures.



laundry and internet, etc.), airline baggage fees, airport and departure taxes (if any), required medical 
evacuation insurance, optional travel protection insurance.

PAYMENTS: A nonrefundable deposit of $2,000 confirms your space. Payments are accepted by credit 
card or by check made out to Natural Habitat.

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations must be made in writing by mail or by email to info@
nathab.com and received and acknowledged by Natural Habitat Adventures. We must strictly adhere to 
our trip cancellation and refund policies for all guests. We strongly suggest purchasing travel insurance in 
the event a guest must cancel. The following are Nat Hab’s cancellation policies.
     •   All cancellations processed 121 or more calendar days prior to departure will incur a loss of the 
          $2,000 nonrefundable deposit. 
     •   Cancellations made 61 to 120 calendar days prior to departure are assessed a cancellation fee of 
          50% of the entire trip price, including extensions.
     •   Cancellations made 60 calendar days or less prior to departure are assessed a cancellation fee of 
          100% of the trip price, including extensions.

INSURANCE: Since the areas we travel to on this trip are remote and wild (that’s why we go there!), 
we require medical evacuation insurance for our guests’ safety. If you decline the medical evacuation 
insurance coverage offered by Natural Habitat, we request that you send us documentation of the 
independent coverage you have selected. We will add the cost of a medical evacuation policy to your 
tour invoice until you provide our office with proof of coverage including your insurance company’s 
name, contact number and your individual policy number. Thank you for understanding that our policy 
exists exclusively in the interest of our guests’ safety.

GETTING THERE & GETTING HOME:
Since the areas we travel to on this trip are remote and wild (that’s why we go there!), we require 
medical evacuation insurance for our guests’ safety. If you decline the medical evacuation insurance 
coverage offered by Natural Habitat, we request that you send us documentation of the independent 
coverage you have selected. We will add the cost of a medical evacuation policy to your tour invoice 
until you provide our office with proof of coverage including your insurance company’s name, contact 
number and your individual policy number. Thank you for understanding that our policy exists exclusively 
in the interest of our guests’ safety.

While adventures are designed specifically for WWF’s closest supporters and enhanced with WWF 
Experts, exclusive site visits, and enriched content, a minimum number of guests is required to run each 
trip. To avoid canceling, WWF and Nat Hab may fill unsold spots with WWF and non-WWF members.
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