» Tomo River
Report card

Characteristics of the
Tomo River Basin

The Tomo River originates in the Altillanura and stretches
902 km in length before flowing into the Orinoco near the
Tuparro River. The basin includes several ecosystems
dominated by seasonal savannas, but showcases
distinctive flooded gallery forests and flooded savannas.
Much of the Tomo River Basin is protected within Tuparro
National Park, but increasingly threats from exploitation
of natural resources and land ownership conflicts are
becoming more apparent.

Tomo River has the
second highest score in
the Orinoco River Basin

The Tomo River Basin received an overall A- grade

(84%), the second highest of all the sub-basins within the
Colombian portion of Orinoco River Basin. Of the eight
indicators assessed, all were excellent (>80%) with the
exception of ecosystem services (63%) and the human
nutrition (53%). These lower scores are likely due to very
poor soil fertility and changes in indigenous nomadic
traditions. A noteworthy score of 100% was achieved for
risk to water quality, and mining in sensitive ecosystems
which is a positive indication that this basin is experiencing What do the scores mean?

low pressures. There is, however, a need to know more. @ - ®

There are currently no IDEAM National Network Monitoring el Pacis
water quality sites making the water quality index - - -
unavailable for this sub-basin. Additionally, no river dolphin

data was available for this version of the report card, but

it is anticipated that new information on river dolphin
abundance will become available for future report cards.
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Tomo River fisheries
tell a story of opportunity
and peril

Each year, during the wet season, the level of the Tomo
River rises, and thousands of migratory fish arrive and
spawn. During the dry season, the large peacock bass
takes its place as the predominant fish species in the
river. This richness of fish, however, has given rise

to illegal fishing which is currently the main threat to
the river.

The Tomo River passes through the Tuparro National
Park and the Tuparro Biosphere Reserve where
commercial fishing is prohibited. Despite the best efforts
of park rangers from the National Park Office to control
and police illegal fishing, it is difficult to stop fishermen
from entering the Park, especially those from Venezuela
who don't recognize fishing bans. lllegal fishermen use
unsustainable fishing methods which can capture up to
40 tons of fish per day from the river.

A need to know more

This situation poses a huge challenge for the protection

and conservation of fish in the Tomo river. These impacts, The extensive biological diversity found in the basin demands
in turn, greatly affect the six indigenous communities significant investments in biodiversity assessments

that live in the area and depend on the river's fish as their and monitoring to supplement important yet fragmented
primary food source. biodiversity records. Additionally, agricultural and livestock

certification information is currently inconsistent throughout the
region and more information is needed on the topics of fisheries,
river-related cultural values, and the state of water resources

in protected areas in order to include related indicators in
subsequent report cards.
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The Tomo River is part of Tuparro National
Park and the Tuparro Biosphere Reserve. PEOPLE ¢
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