
OUR FRESH WATER

Florida manatees leave coastal seas to swim up
rivers in the winter to �nd warmer water and abun-
dant freshwater plants to eat. Humans are now tak-
ing so much water from springs, and polluting oth-
ers, that manatees are losing their winter homes.
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Key Takeaways:
�  Less than 1% of the world�s water is fresh and accessible, 

yet freshwater habitats such as lakes, rivers, and wetlands 
are home to more than 10% of all known animals and 
almost 50% of all known �sh species.

�  Freshwater ecosystems help regulate temperature, transport 
nutrients, and allow wildlife to travel through different 
landscapes to complete their life cycles.

�  Everything that lives on land, including people, depends on 
fresh water. Water is essential for drinking, growing crops, 
manufacturing, producing energy, and transporting goods.

�  Wetlands are some of the most productive habitats on the 
planet. They help �lter water, minimize the effects of �oods 
and storms, and support high concentrations of animals.

�  Poorly managed dams can divert and disrupt the natural 
�ow of rivers, which affects wildlife and people. About a 
quarter of the world�s river basins run dry before they reach 
the sea because so much water has been taken from them.

�  Fresh water availability is becoming unpredictable and 
uncertain in many areas of the world. It�s threatened 
by climate change, population growth, and changing 
consumption patterns.

�  We are not alone in our need for water, but we have the 
ability to ensure that fresh water �ows. To keep water 
�owing, all users need to work together. Reducing pollution, 
improving our irrigation systems, minimizing personal 
water use, and properly managing dams will help protect 
freshwater habitats. We should also focus on renewable 
energy options, such as solar and wind, that have a less 
detrimental impact on rivers and the communities, cities, and 
biodiverse ecosystems that rely on them.








